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KEYNOTE ADDRESS TO SALGA GAUTENG SPECIAL 

PROVINCIAL MEMBERS ASSEMBLY 

BY  

EXECUTIVE MAYOR: 

BUSISIWE MODISAKENG 

DATE: 13 MAY 2016 

VENUE: RIVIERA ON VAAL 

Programme Director,  

The Chairperson of SALGA Gauteng Cde. Parks Tau,  

The Deputy Chairpersons,  

Mayors of our local municipalities,  

Salga Provincial Executive  

Chairpersons and members of various Working Groups,   

Speakers,  

Chief Whips,  

Councillors,  

Officials  

Distinguished guests,  

Ladies and gentlemen.  

 GOOD MORNING, 
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It gives me great pleasure and privilege to extend 

a cordial greeting and welcome to all delegates, 

especially those that are from outside the borders 

of the Sedibeng District Municipality. I trust that 

you will not only benefit by just paying a visit to our 

district but also explore the beauty and landscape 

of our region.  

 

Programme Director; allow me to also express my 

gratitude to the organisers and leadership of 

SALGA, for choosing Sedibeng as the host for this 

magnificent engagement.   

 

We hope we are not only here to gain more insight 

by engaging on policy issues but also to 

strengthen ties and forge cooperation in our battle 

to improve service delivery to our constituencies.  

 



3 | P a g e  

 

I`m also thankful that SALGA, in pursuance of its 

mandate to support municipalities, has convened 

this important Assembly to look at possible 

solutions on matters impacting on local 

government in our province. 

 

Today’s theme is the most relevant as it seeks us 

to set the scene for the business of the day, 

whereby our Provincial and National executives 

will be addressing the us on possible solutions to 

matters impacting on local government in the 

province. 

 

Programme Director, as we are gathered here 

today, we have a responsibility and we must make 

a firm commitment as representatives of our 

people that the future will be better than the 

present and the past. We must at all times admit 

our failures whilst at the same time committing 
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never to disappoint our people in the delivery of 

their expectations. 

 

Programme Director, we are all aware that some 

of the features of poor functioning municipalities 

include political and administrative instability, 

factionalism, Committees that do not meet, fraud 

and corruption, low service delivery, power and 

water outages, theft of assets, poor maintenance 

of infrastructure, qualified and disclaimer audit 

results, poor and  institutional management. Once 

these issues are left unattended to they lead to 

community dissatisfaction hence an increased 

number of violent community protests  

demanding better services. 

 

The question we have to ask ourselves in dealing 

with matters of Local Government is whether we 

are in a position to agree on targeting the most 

appealing in this complex environment, in order to 
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build confidence between the people and our 

municipalities. 

 

We are all in agreement that our efforts may make 

an impact in effectively turning the situation around 

if we give a particular attention to five issues, 

namely:  

• Accelerating service delivery  

• Promoting good governance  

• Enhancing Financial Management  

• Effectively rolling out infrastructure 
development and maintenance  

• Meaningfully fighting corruption.  

If this represents a short-list of things to do, then 

this short-list has to be a priority focus for us to 

accelerate the Local Government Turn Around 

Strategy. 

 

Programme Director, let me take this opportunity 

to wish the Provincial Members Assembly of 
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SALGA a success, confident that, as we navigate 

our way forward, we will remain faithful to our 

pledge to serve the people of Gauteng, taking the 

necessary decisions that will ensure that we 

address service delivery backlogs, social cohesion 

and fundamental human rights.” 

 

In conclusion, Programme Director, I want to take 

this opportunity to once more express my gratitude 

to the organizers and leadership of Salga for 

choosing Sedibeng District as the host for this 

magnificent engagement. 

 

On behalf of the Council and citizens of Sedibeng, 

we wish you fruitful deliberations and success in 

your endeavours during this engagement. I trust 

that this Members Assembly will result in practical 

measures and a forward action plan. 
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In striving for excellence I urge all delegates and 

facilitators to ensure that they put their best efforts 

to ensure that we produce the best solutions to all 

the obstacles that hinder our effective service 

delivery. 

  

The demands and challenges are great, but so will 

be the results if we work together.  

 

“Local government is everybody’s business, let us 
make it work.” 

I THANK YOU!!  

 

 

 

 


